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Road Rules for Bicycles and
Motorcycles

Bicycles
Bicycles are a convenient means of
transportation that can be ridden
without a license, but cyclists still have
to follow the rules of the road. If the
following listed below are broken twice
or more in 3 years, the cyclists will be
fined.
[Violation act14]
(14 things never to do on a bicycle)
1. Ignoring Traffic Signals
2. Riding in Prohibited Areas
3. Riding Unsafely on
Footpaths/Riding on Undesignated
Pedestrian Roads
Riding in the Wrong Lane
Obstructing Pedestrians
Crossing through Active Railroad
Crossings
Ignoring Intersection Safety
Obstructing an Intersection
Riding Unsafely in
Roundabouts/Rotaries
10. Not Obeying Stop Sign
11. Not Stopping at Crosswalks
12. Riding a Bike with Poor Brakes
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13. Riding a bicycle under the
influence of alcohol.
14. Not Riding Safely
% Causing accidents with your bicycle
while using a mobile phone can be
deemed to be violation of the rules.
Exercise extreme caution when cycling
with children in child seats. The bicycle
becomes unstable with the extra weight.
Do not park your bicycle on pavements
near the railway station, on pavements
in the city center or other prohibited
areas. Illegally parked bicycles are
removed by municipal government
ordinance after a certain time period.

Use bicycle parking lots.

Motorcycles (and scooters)
A license is required for scooters and
motorcycles. For a scooter (called

gentsuks), which covers motorcycles
with an engine displacement of up to
50cc, the license can be acquired at 16
years of age. And the license for
motorcycles with engine displacement of
more than 50cc up to 400cc can be also
acquired at age 16. Scooters are not
permitted on expressways and must not

carry passengers.
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No U-turn
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Driving a Motor Vehicle

Getting a License

To drive a motor vehicle, a license is

required. It is normal to enter an

accredited driving school, and graduates
are exempt from the practical tests.

The Okayama Prefectural Driver’s

License Center conducts written,

practical and aptitude tests.

For information, contact the Okayama

Prefectural Driver’s License Center.

Transferring from a Foreign License

A driver’s license issued in a foreign

country can be switched into a Japanese

license at the Okayama Prefectural

Driver’s License Center.

+ The driver’s knowledge and driving
skills are checked upon application.

+ An official translation of the foreign
drivers’ license is one of the required
documentation for the procedure.

{Requirements for transferring

@ Your foreign license must still be
valid.

@You must have proof for having stayed
in the issuing country for a period of
over 3 months total from the day you
obtained your foreign license.

[Required Documents]

Driver’s license from your home
country

A translation of your foreign license
A certificate of residence with your
nationality or permanent residence
(No copies or documents without
personal identification number
accepted )
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Documents proving your length of
stay (passport, mariner’s pocket
ledger, etc.)

Japanese license (for those who
possess one, regardless of validity)
Passport-sized photo (length 3cm by

width 2.4cm)

International driving permit (the
permit in signatory countries of
The Geneva Convention on Road
Traffic)

Commission fees

% Depending on the types of intended
licenses or already-obtained licenses,
the qualifications and procedures of
exams are different. Please ask at the

licensing division for more details.

International Driving Permit

The International Driving Permit

issued according to the Geneva

Convention can be valid for a year

starting from the day of your landing on

Japan. (If the license expires within a

year after your entry into Japan, the

license is only valid until its expiry

date.)

Contact

Okayama Prefectural Driver’s License

Center.

Address: 444-3 Mitsu Nakayama
Kita-ku.Okayama-shi

TEL: 086-724-2200
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Japan Automobile

Federation (JAF)

Rules of the Road (in 4 languages)

JAF publishes and sells English, Chinese,
Portuguese, Spanish version (Published
in July 2017) of the Rules of the Road.
This is available at JAF branches or on
Amazon.co.jp.

The sales price of each language version
is 1,404 yen (including consumption tax),
An ebook is 864 yen.(including

consumption tax)
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Translating a Foreign Drivers’ License

It is possible to switch from a driver’s
license issued in another country to a
Japanese one.

JAF issues an official translation of the
foreign driver’s license (for a fee) that is
required when applying for the
switching.

Please note: for the latest information,
check the of JAF (Japan

Automobile Federation) or enquire JAF

website

Okayama Branch.
TEL: 086-273-0710
JAF HP in English
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