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Japan’s Educational System
Japan’s education system, public (either
run by the state or by prefectures) or
private, basically consists of six years of
elementary school, three years of junior
high, three years of senior high and four
years of university. Elementary and
junior high schools are compulsory.
foreign
attend
elementary or junior high school, but

It is not compulsory for

nationals in Japan to
they may enroll if they wish. It is also
possible to transfer into a Japanese
school mid-way through the school year.
In principle, people who wish to attend
senior high school or university take an
entrance exam to enroll. The school
year begins in April and ends in March
of the following year.

Further Information: local municipal

government’s Board of Education.

Child-care allowance

The parents (who are paid underneath
the established wage standard) are
entitled to receive up to 10,000 yen per
child (or up to 15,000yen for the child
under 3 or for the 3 child and
onwards) until their children graduate
from junior high school. In order to
receive this entitlement, you are
required to apply at the municipal office
of your resident area. For more details
please enquire at the office.
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Nurseries & Nursery Schools

There are private and public facilities
that will take care of children aged
between 0 and 5 if the parents are
unable to care for them due to work
commitments, illness, or other reasons.
The costs for this childcare differ
between local governments, and are
calculated on the household income in

the previous year.

Entry requirements and childcare
hours differ between nurseries.
Consult your local municipal

government for more information.

Kindergarten
These
education equivalent to that of schools
for children aged 3 to 6.

public or private kindergartens, found

facilities provide pre-school

There are
in most local government areas. Four
hours of schooling per day is standard.

Entry requirements, ages, required
documentation and costs differ between
kindergartens. Contact your municipal
government office for more information
on public kindergartens, or ask private

kindergartens directly for private ones.

Certified Child Care Centers

A facility available for parents /
guardians regardless of their working
commitment.

For more details contact the division in
at the local

charge of childcare

municipality.
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Elementary School
School

Children who have reached 6 years of
age enroll in their local elementary
school, and children who have reached

and Junior High

12 years of age enroll in their local
junior high school. A shtigaku tstchisho
(attendance notice) is posted to all
households with children due to reach
school age in April of the following year,
including foreign nationals who have
completed residence registration. The
shGgaku tstchisho will list a date for
medical checks, and a deadline for
submitting application forms. Please
contact board of
education for anything unclear to you.
Children who complete elementary
school go on to enter junior high school.
The location of the student’s residence
decides which public junior high school
they are to attend. There is no
entrance examination. As for combined
junior/senior  high
state-owned, prefectural or private
schools, please consult those schools
directly.

your municipal

schools and

Costs

Attendance and textbooks are free at
public elementary and junior high
schools. Other costs (such as uniforms,
stationery, school lunch,
etc.) are the responsibility of the
parents. Subsidies are available for
those in financial need. Please consult

excursions,

the school or your municipal board of
education for details.
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Transferring into a Japanese Elementary
or Junior High School

For transferring a child who has
received education in a foreign country
into a public elementary or junior high
school in Japan, please follow the
application procedures with your
municipal Board of Education after you
have completed Residence Registration
procedures. (The child’s passport will
be needed.)

have been completed, you will be sent

Once these procedures

an  attendance notice (shiigaku

tsiichisho).
Please consult directly with schools for
information on state- or prefectural-

owned, and private schools.

Children Japanese Language Learning
Support

In order to support the Japanese
Language Learning of international
pupils or school children living within
the prefecture, we, at OPIEF, take in
requests from the Board of Education
and prefectural schools to dispatch
personnel to schools to provide support
for Japanese language learners, free of
charge. For detail information, please
contact the following :

Enquiries

OPIEF

TEL: 086-256-2914

(Monday to Saturday; 9:00-17:00)
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Senior High School
Full-time: Students attend
during the day. The length of study is 3

classes

years
Students attend classes

during the day or at night while also

Part-time:

working. The length of study varies

from 3 to 4 years.

Correspondence: Students study via
correspondence courses while also
working.

Students can enroll in a high school
after graduating from a junior high
school and also passing the entrance
exam.

For further details, please consult the
prefectural or city educational division.
Or please contact directly the schools if
in private

seeking the enrollment

schools.
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Universities and Junior Colleges
Universities and junior colleges are
schools for students who have
graduated from senior high school.
Students must take an entrance exam
to be admitted. Even if you have not
graduated from a Japanese senior high
school, you can take the entrance exam
if you have received the Certificate for
Achieving the Proficiency Level of
Upper Secondary School Graduates,
which certifies that you have the
equivalent academic ability.

For information About the Certificate for
Students Achieving the Proficiency Level
of Upper Secondary School Graduates
Lifelong Learning Promotion Division,
Ministry of Education, Culture,

Sports, Science and Technology
TEL:03-5253-4111 (ex.) 2024/2643

Financial Aid

A financial aid system is available to
provide tuition and other expenses, as
well as loans, for students who have
difficultly attending school for financial
reasons. There are also scholarships
provided by the local governments, and
private and public organizations.

Many schools also have their own
financial aid system.

Scholarship information and useful
information for foreign exchange

Students: Japan Student Services
(=] 3x;[:]
O
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